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Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954. 

The  Report  is  compiled  on  the  lines  requested  by  the  Minister 
in  Circular  1/54  of  January  the  12th,  1954. 

Appended  to  this  Report  is  the  Report  of  the  work  carried 
out  in  the  Public  Health  Department  as  requested  and  submitted 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I propose  to  amplify  and  comment  upon  where  necessary 
such  items  as  would  appear  to  me  to  need  such  treatment. 


SECTION  A 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

R.  V.  Brew,  M.B.,  B.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time). 
D.  Drakes,  M.R.S.L,  Sanitary  Inspector  (Full  Time). 

R.  J.  Blandamer,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (Full  Time). 

The  Committees  concerned  with  matters  of  Public  Health  are:- 
Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

House  Letting  Committee. 

Water  Augmentation  Committee. 


SECTION  B 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Elsewhere  in  this  report  you  will  find  details  of  the  Notifi- 
cations received  during  the  year.  There  has  been  very  little 
epidemic  illness  with  the  exception  of  Whooping  Cough  most  of 
which  was  of  a mild  virulence. 

I wish  to  point  out  that  Anti-Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
\'accins  are  now  obtainable  free  from  the  Somerset  County  Council 
on  application  by  the  Doctors. 

There  was  a notable  drop  in  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Influenza  was  not  particularly  rife  in  1954  and  there  were 
only  2 notifications  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

Diphtheria  Immunization.  You  will  remember  that  in  my 
last  report  I stressed  the  need  for  greater  use  of  the  Free 
Immunization  Service. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  on  the  most  recent  figures  available, 
Glutton  has  apparently  made  an  effort  for  we  now  stand  sixth  in 
order  of  the  sixteen  Rural  Districts  in  the  County. 

At  the  31st  December,  1954,  169  children  under  two  years 
at  that  date  had  received  a full  course  of  A.P.T. 

In  1953  there  were  249  live  births  in  the  district  worked  out 
as  in  my  last  report  this  means  an  immunization  rate  of  67.49% 
as  against  5291  in  1953,  a rise  of  15%. 

At  31st  December,  1954,  the  total  number  of  children  who 
had  received  a full  course  of  the  Primary  or  Booster  up  to  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  was  2,091  again  ranking  sixth  of  the  sixteen 
Rural  Districts. 

I would  like  to  say  that  this  is  a good  step  in  the  right 
direction  but  far  from  good  enough. 

Again  I beg  all  parents  of  all  children  and  all  those  who  may 
have  influence  with  those  parents  to  see  to  it  that  the  youngsters 
are  guarded  against  diphtheria,  it  is  painless  and  it  is  free  and  it 
does  put  you  to  a little  trouble,  but  it  is  worth  it. 

Vaccination — I have  no  figures  for  comparison  but  my 
personal  opinion  is  that  there  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number 
of  babies  vaccinated. 

International  Vaccination  Certificates  are  issued  by  Doctors 
after  successful  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  and  must  be  rubber 
stamped  and  countersigned  by  me  as  representing  your  authority. 


SECTION  C 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  III 
CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS 
AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Is  controlled  by  the  County  Council,  the  work  is  done  through 
the  patient’s  own  Doctor  and  the  District  Nurse.  Ante-natal  work 
is  carried  out  by  them  or  at  ante-natal  clinics  generally  situated  in 
the  local  available  hospitals.  Patients  are  encouraged  tO'  report 
to  one  or  both  in  the  early  months,  in  order  that  these  preliminary 
examinations  can  be  executed  and  conducted  at  regular  intervals. 

Patients  can  have  their  babies  either  at  home  or  in  a hospital, 
in  the  former  case  being  attended  by  their  own  nurse  and  doctor. 

They  remain  under  their  care  for  six  weeks,  or  more  if  needed. 

In  many  areas  there  are  Welfare  Clinics  to  continue  the  health 
supervision  of  the  child  until  it  is  five  years  of  age  and  starts 
school.  In  addition,  the  mother  and  child  are  visited  at  intervals 
by  their  District  Nurse  who  can  summon  the  Doctor  when  needed. 

The  scheme  works  extremely  well  and  there  has  been  no 
need  for  modifications  since  its  inception  in  1948. 

HEALTH  VISITING  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council 
and  is  done  by  Nurses  on  the  County  Staff.  They  appear  to  visit 
all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  cases  of  bad  housing  conditions  with 
or  without  overcrowding.  The  result  is  frequently  a letter  to  your 
M.O.H.  demanding  a Council  House  for  the  householder. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE— conducted  by  the  District 
Nurses.  No  special  staff  in  this  area. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNIZATION  are  carried  out 
by  the  General  Practitioners  under  a scheme  supervised  by  the 
County  Council.  Children  up  to  5 years  of  age  can  be  Immunized 
against  Diphtheria  by  their  own  Doctor.  This  involves  2 injections 
at  intervals  of  4 weeks  of  A.P.T.  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority.  From  5 to  14  years  whilst  the  child  is  at  school  a 
further  bolstering  dose  is  given  by  the  County  School  Medical 
Officer  when  visiting  the  School. 

This  service  has  almost  eliminated  Diphtheria  from  the  List  of 
Infections  Diseases.  I cannot  remember  when  I last  saw  a case 
and  the  figures  for  the  whole  Country  are  a magnificent  testimony 
to  the  efficiency  of  “Preventive  Medicine”. 
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VACCINATION  is  available  to  all  persons  of  all  ages  by  their 
own  Doctor  under  a County  Council  Scheme.  Payment  for  both 
services  to  the  Doctor  is  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

I regret  to  say  that  in  my  experience  Vaccination  is  not  used 
as  thoroughly  as  it  should  be. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  including  the  provision  of  free 
transport  for  those  unable  to  travel  by  public  transport.  The 
ser\dce  is  excellent  and  a great  boon  to  the  sick  and  injured.  The 
Staffs  are  unfailingly  prompt  and  helpful  and  a special  word  of 
thanks  is  due  to  them  for  the  excellent  work  they  do  and  the 
way  they  do  it. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE.  In  this  District  it 
is  run  by  the  W.V.S.  It  is  of  great  assistance  to  the  sick  and 
aged  sick.  Unfortunately  the  supply  of  Helps  is  not  large;  I wish 
it  could  be  augmented,  for  the  work  they  do  is  badly  needed  and 
greatly  appreciated. 

INSTITUTIONAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE  AGED 
SICK.  Although  I do  not  know  of  any  increase  in  the  number  of 
available  beds  in  this  District  or  in  its  near  neighbours,  I am  bound 
to  admit  that  my  personal  experience  in  the  last  year  has  been 
rather  less  troublous,  although  I have  had  too  many  cases  having 
to  wait  too  long  for  admission. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  provision  for  immediate 
admission  of  emergency  cases  coming  under  the  heading  of  Aged 
Sick  as  distinct  from  Chronic  Sick. 

SECTION  D 
WATER  SUPPLY 

As  before,  the  quality  has  been  excellent  but  the  quantity 
leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Mr.  Drakes  and  his  staff  have  worked 
hard  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night  to  maintain  as  good  a supply 
as  possible.  They  have  been  hampered  by  inadequate  mains  and 
low  pressures  but  have  done  a good  job. 

During  the  year  work  has  progressed  rapidly  on  the  New 
Chew  Valley  Lake  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  and  it  was 
paru^  filled  with  water  in  the  autumn.  We  now  obtain  additional 
supplies  at  Featherbed  Lane,  Clutton  and  Northend,  Clutton,  from 
Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  These  supplies  helped  considerably  in 
relie\’ing  present  shortages. 

An  outline  scheme  to  get  water  to  the  farms  on  Mendip  many 
of  which  suffer  severely  from  drought  in  any  reasonably  dry 
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summer,  has  been  prepared.  It  is  felt  that  a plentiful  supply  of 
water  would  lead  to  an  increased  agricultural  production  which  is 
so  urgently  needed  at  the  present  time. 

During  the  year,  47  water  samples  were  taken  in  the  district. 
Of  these,  32  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  15  unsatisfactory. 

Every  Parish  in  the  Rural  District  is  supplied  with  mains 
water.  Out  of  the  total  estimated  population  of  17,389,  the  total 
population  directly  supplied  with  mains  water  is  15,  745  or  91% 
of  the  total.  Of  this  figure  of  15,  745,  786  people  are  supplied  by 
stand-pipe  and  14,959  are  supplied  into  the  houses. 

Full  details  of  the  population  supplied,  by  Parishes  and  of 
details  of  water  samples  and  work  carried  out  are  to  be  found  in 
Mr.  Drakes’  Report. 


SECTION  E 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  the  year,  new  sewage  disposal  works  were  completed 
and  brought  into  use  at  High  Littleton  (50  Houses) . 

The  Parishes  of  Timsbury,  Ubley  and  Compton  Martin  have 
main  sewers  and  proper  disposal  works,  but  in  the  case  of 
Timsbury,  improvement  have  been  approved  and  an  early  start 
is  anticipated.  The  modified  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Glutton  has 
made  good  progress  towards  completion.  The  proposals  for  the 
Parishes  of  Paulton  and  Farmborough  are  being  proceeded  with 
as  quickly  as  possible. 


SECTION  F 
HOUSING 

A total  of  100  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year 
and  there  were  99  more  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

There  were  still  550  applicants  on  the  housing  list  at  the  end 
of  year. 

In  addition  to  this  demand,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  effect  of 
the  Rents  and  Repairs  Act  1954  towards  a resumption  of  slum 
clearance  will  bring  new  problems  of  re-housing  and  new 
building. 

The  postwar  building  programmes  have  done  a very  great  deal 
to  alleviate  the  shortage  of  good  housing  accommodation  but  there 
is  still  a great  deal  of  work  to  be  done. 
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SECTION  G 
FOOD  POISONING 


There  were  three  cases  notified,  all  of  the  salmonella  groups 
which  are  usually  considered  to  be  caused  by  food  or  drinks  i.e. 
Milk  or  Water.  No  source  could  be  traced  in  the  case  of  this 
small  outbreak. 


SECTION  H 
MILK 

All  that  I said  in  my  previous  report  holds  good  today  except 
that  there  seems  to  have  been  some  hitch  in  the  affairs  of  T.T. 
Attested  herds.  October  1954  has  come  and  gone  but  there  are 
-ite  a number  of  cowkeepers  who  still  produce  and  sell  milk  from 
herds  and  buildings  which  are  the  same  in  every  respect  as  they 
were  twelve  months  ago  or  longer. 

Nevertheless  the  Milk  produced  throughout  this  area  is 
abundant  and  of  good  quality  and  is  produced  under  ever 
improving  conditions. 

OTHER  INDUSTRIES  remain  as  in  the  past.  I know 
of  no  new  ones  except  perhaps  the  Production  of  water  from  the 
Chew  Valley  Lake.  This  vast  project  is  now  nearing  completion 
and  is  already  supplying  large  quantities  of  water  daily  to  Bristol. 
It  has  up  to  date  employed  a lot  of  local  labour. 

SECTION  I 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

In  July,  1954,  the  Ministry  of  Food  went  out  of  the  Meat 
Business  and  the  Production  of  Carcase  Meat  reverted  to  private 
enterprise. 

Your  Council  have  licensed  a number  of  private  slaughter- 
houses throughout  the  district  for  a provisional  period  of  five  years. 

All  had  been  thoroughly  renovated  and  brought  up  to  date 
according  to  a standard  laid  down  by  your  Officers  and  the  Meat 
Inspector  Mr.  Drakes. 

I have  personally  visited  many  of  them  on  several  occasions 
and  found  them  to  be  well  built  and  maintained  in  a high  state  of 
cleanliness. 

All  meat  carcases  are  inspected  by  your  Inspector  and/or  his 
Assistant  before  being  sold  to  the  public.  This  means  daily  visits 
'or  the  whole  of  the  week,  wdth  long  and  frequently  awkward 
hours;  but  the  job  has  been  done  faithfully  and  well  and  I am 
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satisfied  that  no  diseased  meat  can  reach  the  public  from  slaughter- 
houses in  this  area. 

You  will  find  details  of  this  work  in  the  Report  of  Mr.  Drakes. 

SECTION  J 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Area  in  acres  : 42,645 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population:  17,389. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books:  5434 
Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate: 

£75,275  and  £297  respectively. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

Estimated  population  (Mid-year) :-  17,389 
Comparability  Factors  Birth:  1.05 

Deaths:  .88 


Live  BMis 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

125 

125 

250 

Illegitimate 

7 

1 

8 

132 

126 

258 

Birth  rate  per 

1 . 000  population : 14.90 

(last  year) 

: 14.68 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

5 

Rate  of  still  birth  per  1,000  live  births: 

19.37 

(last  year)  : 

15.81 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age: — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

11 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

7 

5 

12 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of 

age:— 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4 

9 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  are  divided  as  follows: — 

Under  one  week:  9 

One  to  four  weeks:  2 

One  to  six  months:  1 

Six  to  twelve  months: 

Total  12 


Of  these  12,  9 died  outside  the  district  in  hospitals,  Nursing 
Homes,  etc.,  but  being  the  children  of  parents  resident  in  this 
area  their  home  address  is  deemed  to  be  that  of  the  parent  and 
the  death  is  transferred  to  this  area  for  statistical  purposes. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

per  1000  live  births:  46.51 
(last  year)  : 35.50 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases: — 


Disease  Total  cases  notified 

Measles  3 

Scarlet  Fever  6 

Enteric  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  3 

Dysentry  3 

Whooping  Cough  73 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  2 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  2 

Food  Poisoning  (Salmonella  group)  3 
Erysepilas  1 


Deaths 


2 


99  2 


Last  year  when  we  had  405  cases  of  measles,  the  total  was  516. 
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Tuberculosis: 

Respiratory  Form:  12  (1  death) 

Non-respiratory  Form:  3 


Deaths  from  all  causes: 

Disease  Male 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  1 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach  7 


Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  or  Bronchus  4 


Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  15 

Diabetes  1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  22 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

Other  heart  disease  14 

Other  circulatory  disease  2 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  1 

Bronchitis  7 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  3 

Gastritis  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Congenital  malformations  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  12 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents  3 

Suicide  1 


113 


Female 


3 

2 

2 

7 

16 

Q 

25 

3 
1 
1 

4 
1 

1 

1 

1 

22 

3 

2 


Total 

1 

2 

10 

4 
2 
2 

22 

1 

38 
21 

1 

39 

5 
1 
2 

11 

1 

3 
1 
1 
2 

34 

4 

5 
1 


124  237 


Death  rate  equals  13.69  per  1,000  population. 
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Comments: 


Total  deaths  for  the  year  were  237  as  against  402  in  1953. 

Of  the  237,  cancer  and  allied  conditions  caused  40  deaths; 
heart  disease,  diseases  of  the  cardio-vascular  system  and  vascular 
lesions  of  the  nervous  system  caused  104  deaths. 

Under  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  you  will  see  that 
9 deaths  occured  outside  the  Glutton  area;  in  my  opinion  this  is 
an  indication  of  the  increasing  numbers  of  ladies  who  prefer  to 
have  their  babies  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes.  In  many  cases 
this  habit  is  an  economical  necessity  as  it  now  well  nigh  impossible 
to  obtain  help  in  the  home. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  our  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Drakes,  and  his  Assistants.  They  have  now  got  a 
real  hold  on  all  the  various  sections  of  their  Department.  It  has 
been  a hard  and  tedious  fight  and  at  a time  when  the  work  of  the 
Department  has  been  largely  increased,  especially  by  meat 
inspection  and  new  housing  demands;  but  the  machine  is  now 
working  smoothly  and  efficiently,  thanks  to  their  skill  and  untiring 
energy. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  V.  BREW,  M.B.,  B.S. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
For  the  Year  1954 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  third  Annual  Report  and 
Summary  of  the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  area. 

The  work  carried  out  in  the  Health  Department  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1954,  is  detailed  under  the  various 
subject  Headings  which  follow: — 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Council’s  water  supply  undertaking  continued  to  expand 
during  the  year,  the  number  of  domestic  consumers  increasing  by 
75,  and  the  meter  consumers  increased  by  33  to  a total  of  977. 
Seven  premises  were  connected  to  mains  supply  in  lieu  of  well 
water. 

The  length  of  distribution  mains  of  diameters  from  8"  to  2" 
in  the  district  is  now  just  over  92 J miles,  and  when  it  is  remem- 
berd  that  some  45  per  cent  of  this  length  is  over  45  years  old, 
the  problem  of  maintenance  and  supply  difficulties  fall  into  their 
true  perspective. 


Mains  extensions  completed  during  the  year  were: — 


3" 

3" 

3" 

3" 

3" 


diameter  27  yds. 

,,  303  yds. 

,,  35  yds. 

,,  133  yds. 

, , 67  yds. 


High  Littleton  Housing  Site. 
Featherbed  Lane,  Clutton. 
High  Park,  Paulton. 

Publow  Housing  Site. 

Ston  Easton  Housing  Site. 


Total  565  yds. 
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MAINTENANCE  and  WASTE  DETECTION 


and  PREVENTION 

Burst  mains  numbered  12  during  the  year  and  80  services 
were  repaired  and  45  meters  changed.  The  whole  of  the  repairs 
and  maintenance,  and  installation  of  new  connections  was  carried 
out  by  your  direct  labour  staff  of  three,  which  is  provided  with  a 
25  cwt.  van  equipped  as  a travelling  workshop. 


Waste  prevention  and  detection  measures  revealed  a total  of 
561  leaks  due  to  the  following  causes: — 


Underground  wastes 

192 

Ball  valves  leaking 

. 211 

Taps  leaking 

. 133 

Burst  pipes 

. 25 

These  matters  were  reported  to  property  owners  and  tenants 
and  repaired. 

Night  tests  were  also  carried  out  at  regular  intervals  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  night  consumption  and  control  undue 
waste. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  remained  good  and 
chlorination  is  carried  out  of  all  water  before  distribution. 


Samples  were  taken  as  follows: — 


Raw 

Water 

Treated  after  going  into  Supply 

Source 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

.Satis- 

1  Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

1 factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Mains 

supplies 

3 

10 

— 

— 

27 

— 

2 

— 

Well 

supplies 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Water  supplied  by  the  Council  is  hard,  i.e. 

East  Harptree  Scheme  290  parts  per  million. 

Downside  Scheme  230  parts  per  million. 

The  statistical  information  regarding  the  Council’s  Water 
Undertaking  is  as  follows — 

Population  of  Statutory  Area  17,389 

Population  supplied  into  houses  14,959 

Population  supplied  by  stand-pipes  786 

Total  population  directly  supplied  15,745 

Population  without  piped  supplies  1,643 


Parish 

Pop. 

1954 

Population 

into 

houses 

L supplied 
by 

standpipes 

Total 

Cameley 

498 

475 

11 

486 

Chelwood 

135 

128 

— 

128 

Chew  Magna 

1,016 

863 

— 

863 

Chew  Stoke 

750 

648 

— 

648 

Chilcompton 

740 

622 

58 

680 

Clutton 

1,310 

1,168 

92 

1,260 

Compton  Martin 

485 

335 

10 

345 

East  Harptree 

582 

492 

— 

492 

Farmborough 

1,998 

849 

100 

949 

Farrington  Gurney 

700 

680 

20 

700 

High  Littleton 

1,104 

1,004 

60 

1,064 

Hinton  Blewett 

174 

139 

— 

139 

Litton 

208 

138 

■ — 

138 

Nempnett 

197 

143 

— 

143 

Norton  Malreward 

229 

215 

— 

215 

Paulton 

3,157 

2,840 

190 

3,030 

Publow 

868 

771 

— 

771 

Stanton  Drew 

555 

458 

32 

490 

Ston  Easton 

511 

445 

12 

457 

Stowey-Sutton 

737 

665 

— 

665 

Timsbury 

1,689 

1,416 

201 

1,617 

Ubley 

315 

215 

— 

215 

West  Harptree 

443 

250 

— 

250 

Totals  

17,389 

14,959 

786 

15,745 
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Average  Consumption  1954 

Water  purchased  from  Downside  Abbey  ...  349,000  g.p.d. 

Water  purchased  from  Norton  Radstock  U.D.C.  31,000  g.p.d. 
W'ater  purchased  from  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.,  77,000  g.p.d. 

Water  obtained  from  Pitt  Farm  & Townsend  Spring  157,000  g.p.d. 


Total  ...  614,000  g.p.d. 


Water  Supplied 

In  statutory  area  — Domestic  ...  601,650  g.p.  24  hours 

which  is  ...  ...  34  gallons  per  head 

per  day. 


Outside  statutory  area — 

Bulk  supply  to  Bathavon  R.D.C. 
,,  ' ,,  Bristol  W.W.  Co. 

,,  ,,  West  Glos. 

Water  Company 


4.000  g.p.d. 

8.000  g.p.d. 
100  g.p.d. 


Direct  supply  given 

Axbridge  R.D.C.  area  250  g.p.d. 


Total  supplied  ...  614,000  g.p.d. 

Sources,  Pliant,  Etc. 

Heavier  than  average  rainfall  over  the  12  months  has  ensured 
a reasonable  supply  to  most  parts  of  the  District.  Temporary 
3"  connections  to  the  new  Bath  main  at  Glutton  have  relieved 
the  shortages  previously  encountered  in  the  Glutton  Flat  and 
Glutton  Hill  areas. 

The  Pitt  Farm  Springs  have  been  maintained  in  good  order 
as  has  the  3"  supply  line  from  the  Minery  Springs.  The  Reservoirs 
at  Pitt  Farm  and  Townsend,  the  Tower  at  Chew  Hill  and  the 
Timsbury  Reservoir  have  all  been  thoroughly  cleaned  out  during 
the  year.  Routine  maintenance  and  careful  attention  by  your 
Pumping  Attendants  has  ensured  a constant  and  adequate  supply 
of  water  whenever  possible. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  as  recorded  at  Townsend  Pumping 
Station,  East  Harptree,  was  50.66  inches. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


With  the  completion  of  new  housing  sites  the  number  of  small 
sewage  disposal  plants  has  increased  during  the  year.  The  total 
number  of  plants  now  to  be  maintained  and  serviced  is  42,  three 
of  these  requiring  daily  attention,  three  every  other  day,  and  the 
rest  routine  visits  as  often  as  is  possible  with  the  large  number 
involved.  Two  men  are  employed  full-time  on  this  work,  and  are 
mobile,  using  a 5 cwt  Ford  van. 

The  emptying  of  septic  tanks  and  settlement  tanks  on  Council 
owned  plants  is  carried  out  on  contract.  This  entails  the 
emptying  of  settlement  tanks  at  three  works  quarterly,  at  32 
plants  at  six-monthly  intervals,  and  in  six  cases  annually.  Private 
properties  continue  to  be  dealt  with  by  individual  Contractors 
direct. 

The  sewers  in  Timsbury  and  Paulton  are  also  maintained,  but 
the  Ubley  and  Compton  Martin  schemes  are  maintained  entirely 
by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  in  Paulton  have  been  maintained 
in  good  repair,  and  receive  daily  cleansing. 

I carried  out  a total  of  160  supervisory  inspections  of  sewage 
disposal  plants  and  sanitary  conveniences,  and  found  no  cause 
lor  major  complaint  in  any  one  instance. 

DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  59  conversions  were  carried  out  to  provide 
water  closets  in  various  Parishes,  and  55  bathrooms  were  provided 
to  existing  houses.  Standard  plans  have  been  introduced  for  the 
design  of  septic  tanks  and  filters,  and  the  greatest  care  exercised 
in  the  selection  of  sites  for  these  appliances. 

All  new  drainage  work  is  inspected  and  tested  by  your  staff. 
During  1953  the  number  of  such  lengths  of  drains  tested  was  57. 

Faulty  existing  drainage  and  the  resulting  nuisances  take  a 
lot  of  time.  In  1953  the  number  of  visits  to  investigate  repairs 
or  nuisances  totalled  68.  In  addition,  13  complaints  regarding 
watercourses,  ponds,  etc.,  in  such  a state  as  to  be  prejudicial  to 
health,  were  investigated  and  followed  up. 

HOUSING  AND  BUILDING  DEVELOPMENT 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  59  new  houses,  while 
41  new  dwellings  were  completed  by  private  enterprise.  The 
number  of  private  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  23. 
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W'ith  the  relaxation  of  building  licensing  control,  the  amount 
of  new  building  work  being  carried  out  in  the  district  increased  by 
a considerable  amount. 

226  inspections  were  made  of  building  work  in  varying  stages 
of  construction. 

140  visits  were  made,  chiefly  on  site,  to  give  advice  to 
indi\iduals  proposing  to  carry  out  works  which  required  bye-law 
and/or  planning  approval  and  the  submission  of  plans. 
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Details  of  plans  dealt  with  during  the  year  together  with 
comparative  figures  for  1953  are  as  follows: 

TABLE  OF  PLANS  RECEIVED  AND  DEALT  WITH 
UNDER  THE  BYELAWS  AND  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY 
PLANNING  ACTS  AND  ORDERS 


1953  1954 


Type  of  buildiings 

Plans 

Buildin^rs 

j Plans 

1 

/ 

j Buildings 

1 

1.  Council  Houses  r including  outline 

10 

224 

1 

6 

2.  Private  Houses  1 applications. 

81 

79 

108 

155 

3.  Additions  and  alterations  to  houses. 

27 

27 

79 

89 

4.  Conversions  to  houses. 

2 

2 

3 

5 

5.  Farm  Buildings 

11 

13 

23 

24 

6.  Factories,  including  alterations  and 

additions. 

i 

9 

9 

10 

11 

7.  Temporary  Buildings  & Moveable 

Dwellings 

1 

1 

8 

8 

8.  Licensed  Premises,  including 

alterations  and  additions 

■ 2 

2 

1 2 

4 

9.  Shops,  including  additions  and 

alterations  ! 

i 8 

: 11 

i 

7 

9 

10.  Petrol  Stations  and  Garages.  1 

1 

; 5 

1 5 

3 

3 

11.  Local  Authority  (Bus’  shelters,  i 

Sewers,  Water  Schemes,  etc.)  ; 

7 

7 

15 

17 

12.  Statutory  Undertakers 

(Electricity  Boards,  etc.) 

22 

22 

21 

20 

13.  Private  Garages 

13 

13 

20 

21 

14.  Advertisements 

9 

9 

3 

3 

15.  Public  Halls  and  Buildings, 

alterations  and  additions. 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Total  ...  ...  ...  1 

211 

428 

305 

377 
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SMALL  DWELLINGS  ACQUISITION  ACTS 
1899  — 1949 

The  Council  administer  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  in 
their  District.  During  the  year  7 cases  were  dealt  with,  surveys 
and  valuations  carried  out,  and  in  5 cases  advances  were  made. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS— HOUSING  ACT,  1949. 

25  applications  for  improvement  grant  for  27  dwellings  were 
received  and  dealt  with  during  the  year.  All  were  approved  as 


follows: — 

Glutton  ...  1 

Ston  Easton  1 

Chew  Magna  3 

Timsbury  ...  ...  5 

Paulton  2 

Chew  Stoke  ...  ...  2 

West  Harptree  ...  ...  4 

High  Littleton  2 

Ubley  1 

Stanton  Drew  ...  ...  2 

Stowey- Sutton  ...  ...  1 

Compton  Martin  ...  1 

Chehvood  , . . ...  2 


The  average  grant  per  dwelling  is  approximately  £220,  and 
the  average  rent  fixed  is  £55  per  annum. 


HOUSING  RURAL  WORKERS’  ACTS  1926  — 42 

16  Premises  w’ere  inspected  during  the  year,  and  the 
appropriate  certificates  rendered  to  the  Somerset  County  Council 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Acts. 


18. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS 

FOR  1954 


(a)  Dwelling  House  inspections — 

(1)  Total  houses  inspected  for  defects  32 

(2)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  45 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  4 

(4)  Number  of  houses  found  defective  but  repairable  ...  12 

(b)  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of 

informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(c)  Overcrowding — 

There  is  no  record  of  the  number  of  overcrowded  houses  in 
the  area  at  the  moment. 

374  Houses  are  in  Confirmed  Clearance  Orders  and  prepa- 
rations are  being  made  to  survey  a total  of  1,325  houses  found  to 
be  substandard  after  the  1938-39  house  to  house  survey,  in  order 
that  plans  may  be  formulated  for  return  in  accordance  with  the 
national  policy  on  Slum  Clearance  as  indicated  to  the  Council  by 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

84  Visitors'  Reports  were  made  and  presented  to  Letting 
Committees  during  the  year  in  respect  of  premises  occupied  by 
applicants  for  Council  Houses. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employ  one  full-time  Rodent  Operator,  and  the 
standard  of  control  is  high.  The  treatment  of  farms  carried  out 
by  the  A.E.C.  at  the  moment,  is  reverting  to  the  Council  gradually. 

A systematic  survey  of  the  District,  Parish  by  Parish,  has 
continued.  Every  house,  business  premises  and  farm  is  surveyed 
and  by  using  this  method  it  is  found  that  the  whole  District  is 
covered  in  approximately  18  months,  and  the  process  is  then 
repeated.  On  the  receipt  of  reports  of  householders,  treatments 
are  carried  out  anywhere  in  the  district,  and  the  normal  procedure 
is  for  a week’s  survey  to  be  followed  by  a week’s  treatment. 

Local  Authority  sewage  works,  sewers  and  refuse  tips  are 
controlled  and  treated  in  accordance  with  Ministry  requirements. 
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Statistical  details  are  as  follows: — 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  the  year  1,970 

Number  of  notifications  received  of  infestations 

from  householders  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Survey 

Number  of  premises  surveyed  1,128 

LA  Premises  17 

Business  premises  44 

Private  premises  965 

Farm  premises  102 


Minor  infestations  found  ...  ...  398 

Major  infestations  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Mice  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Premises  found  to  be  clear  ...  ...  ...  ...  689 

Treatments 

No.  of  treatments  carried  out  245 

LA  premises  14 

Business  premises  42 

Private  premises  129 

Farm  premises  10 

Block  control  schemes  50  (261) 


I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  problem  of  rat  infestation  in 
the  Council’s  area  is  under  close  control,  and  being  dealt  with 
satisfactorily. 


ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 

Total  number  of  nuisances  investigated  during  the  year  101 
Total  number  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action  by 


Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Details  of  nuisances  as  follows — 

Verminous  and/or  filthy  premises  ...  ...  ...  11 

Animals  or  fowls  kept  in  such  a state  as  to  be  a nuisance  1 
Accumulation  of  filth  or  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ponds,  ditches  or  watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  dustbins  or  closet  pans  ...  ^...  ...  4 

Drainage  nuisances  as  in  Drainage  Section  preceeding  ...  68 


DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Fifteen  Investigations  were  carried  out  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease  had  been  reported.  Disinfection  was  carried  out  where 
requested. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  are  no  sites  in  the  district  licensed  for  more  than  one 
dwelling. 

14  Sites  are  licensed  for  the  use  of  a single  moveable  dwelling, 
and  these  are  on  an  annual  basis,  renewable  on  application,  subject 
to  the  compliance  of  the  applicant  with  standard  conditions 
regarding  Water  Supply,  Drainage  and  Refuse  Disposal  and 
Ancillary  Buildings.  13  Inspections  were  made  of  moveable 
dwelling  sites. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  or  sold  are 


registererd: — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  12 

Shops  selling  Ice  Cream  ...  61 

Food  Shops  (Register  not  yet  completed) 

Butcher  Shops  18 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  6 

Milk  Dealers  (Licensed  by  R.D.C.)  6 


The  number  of  inspections  of  food  premises  during  the  year 
was  18.  All  ice  cream  sold  in  the  District  from  premises  licensed 
by  the  Council  is  pre-packed.  No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in 
the  District. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  and  MEAT  INSPECTION 

In  February  1954,  the  Council  received  notification  of  the 
Government’s  intention  to  de-control  the  supply  of  meat,  and  were 
asked  to  ensure,  in  consultation  with  the  trade,  an  adequate  supply 
of  meat  on  1st  July,  1954. 

As  a result  of  meetings  with  Butchers,  Auctioneers  and 
Farmers’  Representatives,  slaughterhouses  were  improved  to 
modern  requirements  and  licensed  as  follows :- 

Norton  Malreward — One  (wholesale) . 

Bishop  Sutton — One  (wholesale). 

Chew  Magna — Two  (for  own  use  only). 

West  Harp  tree: — One  (for  own  use  only). 

Temple  Cloud — One  (for  own  use  only) . 

High  Littleton — One  (for  own  use  only). 

During  the  period  1st  July,  1954,  to  31st  December,  1954, 
the  inspection  of  all  carcases  slaughtered  presented  a problem 
rather  more  difficult  than  anticipated. 
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In  the  six  months,  8,201  animals  were  slaughtered  and  821 
visits  for  inspection  of  carcases  were  made.  Details  are  as  follows: 


Period  1st  July,  1954  to  31st  December,  1954. 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered 

. 8,201 

Cows  ...  ... 

Cattle  (excluding  cows) 

453 

2,982 

Calves 

457 

Sheep  8:  Lambs 

2,983 

Pigs  

1,317 

Casualties 

9 

Total  number  of  carcases  inspected 

. 8,201 

Meat  Inspection. 

Carcases  and  organs  inspected  and  rejected  as  unfit  for  food. 

Cattle,  (a)  Total  weight  condemned  14,800  lbs. 

12  carcases,  35  forequarters,  8 hindquarters. 

(b)  Offal  condemned  (not  weighed) . 

274  heads,  548  lungs, 

785  livers,  239  part  livers. 

Sheep,  (a)  Offal  condemned  (not  weighed) . 

32  livers. 

Pigs.  (a)  Total  weight  condemned.  ...  ...  380  lbs. 

5 carcases,  1 forequarter,  28  heads. 

(b)  Offal  condemned  (not  weighed) 

39  livers. 

Tinned  Goods.  76  tins.  Weight  ...  ...  131  lbs. 

15,311  lbs. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Act  during  the  year  was  29. 

1 Contravention  of  the  Act  was  found. 

The  statistical  information  is  as  follows — 

No.  on  Register  Inspections 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Section  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority.  13  2 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  1 in  which  Sect.  7 
is  enforced  by  Local 

AuthoriW.  34  27 
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Defects  found — 

Found 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  i...  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ...  1 

Other  offences  ...  — 


Remedied  Remarks 

— Referred  by 

H.M.  Inspector 
Inspector 

do. 


1 — 

Outworkers 

Number  of  outworkers  in  August  List — Section  110  (1),  (c) 

Wearing  apparel  (Making)  3 

PUBLIC  SCAVENGING 

The  whole  of  your  District  is  covered  by  the  scavenging 
scheme  carried  out  under  contract  by  the  British  Transport 
Commission. 

The  collection  is  a kerb  side  one  carried  out  weekly,  and  com- 
plaints are  very  few  in  number.  Tips  are  adequately  controlled 
against  vermin  and  fly  breeding. 

PETROL  AND  CARBIDE 

On  31st  December,  1953,  the  amount  of  petrol  stored  under 
licence  had  increased  to  88,700  gallons  in  83  installations. 

36  Retail  Filling  Stations  authorised  to  store — 62,000  gallons. 
47  Private  installations  authorised  to  store — 39,000  gallons. 
The  amount  of  carbide  stored  under  licence  was  20,000  lbs. 


In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  all  the  staff  of  the 
Department  both  inside  and  outside  for  their  co-operation  and 
hard  work. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  R.  J.  Blandamer  joined  the  staff  as 
additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Mr.  B.  Rogers,  in  November,  as 
Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector. 

May  I also  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  Mr.  Barwick,  Dr.  Brew  and  all  other  Officers,  for  their 
support  and  confidence. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  DRAKES. 
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